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INTRODUCTION
Our school is situated in the town of Portadown in Co. Armagh. The school's location on the edge of the town provides a natural context for geographical, historical and scientific enquiry, with opportunities for first-hand investigation of the built and natural environment.
This document is a statement of the aims, objectives and strategies for the teaching and learning of World Around Us at our school.

AIMS OF WORLD AROUND US

· To foster an enjoyment in studying the world around us

· To enable children to develop knowledge, understanding and skills in Interdependence, Place, Movement and energy and Changes over time

· To develop the pupils' knowledge, understanding and identity with our local area

· To encourage them to develop a sense of care and responsibility for the place they live in
· To progressively extend their knowledge, understanding and awareness of other people and their places near and far 
· To have a definite progression and continuity from year to year in the acquisition of skills, concepts, knowledge and understanding
· To recognise the cross-curricular value of World Around Us as a vehicle for:
· application and development of language in general and technical vocabulary in particular
· the development of talking and listening, numeracy and ICT skills 

· To develop attitudes such as co-operation, independence, tolerance, a sense of curiosity and enquiry, good working habits, perseverance, self-confidence and self-esteem.
OBJECTIVES OF WORLD AROUND US

See Appendix 1 for objectives to develop knowledge, understanding and skills in the four strands: interdependence, movement and energy, place and change over time.

METHODOLOGY / STRATEGIES

As and when appropriate, children will be taught as a whole class, work together in smaller groups, or as individuals. 
Within this structure groups are:
· usually of mixed ability
· encouraged to communicate findings in a variety of ways.


World around us will be included in broad topics where it is integrated naturally with other subjects. Structured play is seen as an integral part of the learning experience.


A variety of approaches will be used to cater for different learning styles - visual, auditory and kinaesthetic.
The following general range of classroom approaches will be used:
· Story
· Timelines
· Individual/group/class projects
· Classroom displays
· Role play and drama
· Artwork/model making/craftwork
· Mapwork
· Use of photos
· ICT
· Fieldwork - site and educational visits 


Excellence in World Around Us is celebrated in: 
· the mounting of children's work;
· performance in the form of feedback by the children to the rest of the class and whole school assemblies.
DIFFERENTIATION
The varying needs and abilities of the children will be catered for through tasks differing in difficulty and outcome and work will be catered for within whole class/group or individual work. Appropriate strategies will be employed for very able pupils and those with special needs. 



CROSS CURRICULAR DIMENSIONS
We see World Around Us as a natural context for the development of literacy, numeracy and ICT. Teachers will identify opportunities in their planning to support the development of these skills. The contribution of World Around Us is significant to the teaching of literacy in our school because it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, talking and listening. A number of the texts used in literacy are inclusive of World Around Us and involve writing postcards, diaries, letters, reports and recording information. The World Around Us adds to our teaching of Numeracy for example through directions, co-ordinates, time, number, handling data in the form of different graphs, pictograms and Assessment tasks. ICT is integral to our world Around Us teaching and the desk tops, lap tops and ipads are used to research information and present findings as texts, powerpoints, pictorially and in graph work.  

FIELDWORK
We believe that fieldwork gives children an understanding that World Around Us is about real people/places.
In our school, the children will have opportunities for first hand exploration of the built/natural environment. Initially this will be within the school and its grounds, but later will involve exploration outside the school in the locality and further afield.
RESOURCES
We will use a wide range of resources to provide a variety of information about the strands being studied and which are suitable for the ages and abilities of the pupils.
These include:
· the children's own experiences;
· the experiences of people known to them;
· the experience of visitors and invited guests;
· the classroom, school and its grounds,
· the children's homes;
· the local environment;
· the use of story, pictures, illustrations, photographs, artefacts, textbooks, library reference materials, school broadcasts, a variety of maps and atlases,
· visits to local and other sites,
· links with schools in other places,
· information technology.

Practical resources and equipment will be constantly monitored and built up as required, both as a central resource and by individual year groups for specific activities.

HOMEWORK
Homework will be given as appropriate to the particular programme being studied and in accordance with the school policy on homework. This may take the form of finding out information, research for a written or oral presentation and extending work commenced in class.
ASSESSMENT, RECORD KEEPING & REPORTING
Each teacher will build in appropriate assessment opportunities to each detailed planner. Assessment will be on a continuous monitoring basis involving Assessment for Learning such as Learning Intentions and Success Criteria, discussion, KWL Grid, Gallery sessions, Teacher assessment, Peer assessment and specific assessment tasks. 
Reporting is done twice a year through interviews and annually through a written report.
MONITORING / REVIEWING
We recognise the need to review our policy in the light of practice, and if problems are identified appropriate remedial action will be taken.
The World Around Us coordinator is responsible for giving the Principal an annual action plan which is reviewed mid–year and this is then used for future planning.

Each teacher completes a review at the end of each topic which is given to the World Around us coordinator, along with evidence of the children’s work.
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