Seagoe Primary School Religious Education Policy

(updated Jan 2020)

At Seagoe Primary School we aim to deliver a curriculum that is balanced and provides for the spiritual, moral, cultural and intellectual development of all pupils.

Seagoe Primary School will cater for the spiritual and moral development of each pupil. We will reflect this in a caring approach to each pupil as an individual and in making pupils aware of their privileges and responsibilities in the society in which they live. 

Religious Education – Specific Aims

Seagoe Primary School will provide a programme for Religious Education based upon The Core Syllabus. R.E. as part of the curriculum will contribute to the following aims:

1 To acquire a knowledge of major biblical characters and events.

2 To appreciate the importance of religion in life.

3 To acquire an understanding and respect for places of worship.

4 To encourage children to respect the beliefs, values and attitudes of others.

5 To develop skills of searching and questioning.

Seagoe Parish Church

As a church school we at Seagoe Primary are privileged to have a special link with Seagoe Parish Church of Ireland. We greatly value this unique relationship and endeavour to utilise the additional resources that are available to us as a direct result. Pupils complete relevant work on the history and importance of the Parish. We also have the privilege of holding our Carol Service in the church at Christmas.

Collective Worship

Seagoe Primary School will comply with the requirements set out regarding collective worship. Whenever appropriate an active of collective worship will take place. The time and format of the collective worship may vary. The whole school (P3-7) will meet collectively once a week and in addition to this we will have smaller Key Stage Assemblies, Class assemblies etc. 

The collective worship will be wholly or mainly of a broad Christian character. Whilst ministers will assist in assembly the teaching will be non-denominational in nature. Every child will take part unless withdrawn by his /her parents/guardians. The school will be sensitive to the fact that not all children will come from the same religious background.

The Core Syllabus

The Core Syllabus provides us with a common Programme of study for part of the Religious Education programme. It is based on three main strands.

1 The Revelation of God

2 The Christian Church

3  Morality

The programme of study embraces all three for each of the Key Stages. The aims of the programme are encapsulated in the Attainment Targets:

Attainment Target 1
Pupils should develop an awareness, knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the key Christian Teachings about God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, about Jesus Christ, the Bible and an ability to interpret and relate the Bible to life.

Attainment Target 2

Pupils should develop a knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the growth of Christianity, of its worship, prayer and religious language; a growth awareness of the meaning of belonging to a Christian tradition and sensitivity towards the belief of others.

Attainment Target 3
Pupils should develop their ability to think and judge about morality, to relate Christian moral principles to personal and social life and to identify values and attitudes that influence behaviourism.

The Bible in Religious Education.

The Bible:

Provides insights into a religious view of life.

Opens a window onto God in a special way.

Its teachings are centrally important and timeless.

It raises issues, which are as relevant now as in the 1st century e.g. respect for people, respect for God, truth, values etc.

It helps the pupils to understand their own culture and heritage e.g. the part played by the Christian festivals in our culture.

The needs of the pupils: 

To be given skills in the use of biblical language.

To learn to be at home with the Bible.

To be familiar with the background of the Bible as an aid to understanding.

To gain an insight into faith in God to which the Bible as an aid to understanding.

To gain insight into faith in God to which the Bible testifies.

The Bible in Religious Education cont.

The place of Bible Stories

There are levels of understanding and children can develop a positive attitude to the Bible and to spiritual concepts through the stories:

· Language provides the concepts for ideas.

· Known concepts help the children cope with the unknown

· Children should have stories (told to them) read to them for the quality of the language and the merits of the story.

· Bible stories provide concepts in which religious concepts can develop.

· Bible stories can provide realistic settings of ordinary experience with the unusual spiritual ideas so that the latter make human sense.

· The idea of God is formed in the actual story telling and in the experience of worship.

Conclusion

Bible stories will be presented in well thought out ways.

Religious concepts are built up as words are heard and used in particular concepts.

Bible stories provide the ideal contexts for defining Christian concepts.

The Bible encourages pupils to explore the place and significance of religion in human life and contributes to each pupil’s need for a guide by which to live.

    The Bible helps to combine the spiritual, moral, ethical,           aesthetic, cultural and linguistic in the cross curriculum.

Content and Presentation

Content will be a bible-based programme incorporating the core syllabus supplemented by extra core material where relevant. R.E. is presented from a Christian perspective. Each of the three attainment targets will be addressed and where possible links to other subjects areas and cross-curricular themes.

The teaching of R.E. will be presented in a lively, interesting and undenominational manner through careful timetabling in accordance with the legal requirements. The school welcomes the continued active involvement of the clergy for assemblies and special services at Harvest, Christmas and Easter.

We will also make use of relevant outside education programmes for example Bible Explorer at KS2.

Management of R.E.

R.E. will be co-ordinated via staff meetings, inset training and shared resources. The Board of Governors will endeavour to provide funding on a par with other subjects to ensure that a wide variety of resources are available.

Mrs. J. Curlett will co-ordinate Religious education throughout the school and will be available to assist and advise other members of staff. 

The Board of Governors will be responsible for ensuring that pupils receive R.E. lessons in the event of a teacher opting out of R.E. on grounds of conscience.

How the pupils will learn

R.E. will be presented through class lessons and school assemblies. It will be promoted through active learning such as 

Art and design

Drama

Educational visits and visitors

Prayer

Music

Whole class/project/individual work.

Involving parents and the community.

Parents will be invited to participate in special times of worship for example Nativity Play, Carol Service and Leavers Assembly.

Local and worldwide charities will be supported. Those who wish to contribute to R.E. and in particular assemblies must be in agreement with the school’s policy as such activities contribute to moral development.

Assessing and recording pupil performance.

Pupils will be assessed through oral questioning, quizzes and written workbooks.

Withdrawal from R.E. lessons.

Withdrawal from R.E. lessons by either teachers or pupils should be given in writing to the Board of Governors. Pupils whose parents wish to exercise the right of withdrawal from R.E. will be supervised in one of the following ways:

a) by completing other work in their own classroom.

b) by moving to another classroom for the duration of the R.E. lesson.

c) by receiving R.E. from an identified member of their faith community.

Policy Review

The R.E. policy for Seagoe Primary School will be kept under review (normally on an annual basis) and updated as necessary.
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